Andrographis paniculata Nees popularly known in the indigenous system of medicine as 'Kalmegh' belongs to the family of Acanthaceae and is used for several therapeutic applications [1] . Arpini et al. [2] reported the HPLC-DAD-MS fingerprint of A. paniculata as a method of evaluating the plant material. Earlier phytochemical studies on this plant resulted in the isolation of diterpenoids, flavonoids and their glycosides [3a,3b] . The phytochemical and pharmacological studies on A. paniculata have been reviewed [3c-3e].
In our systematic search for the chemical constituents of Andrographis paniculata, we have investigated the roots and stem and report herein the spectroscopic data for flavone 1 in addition to two known flavonoids 2 and 3, previously reported from A. paniculata [4a,4b] and A. affinis [4c] . The structure of compound 1, elucidated as 5-hydroxy-7,8,2′-trimethoxyflavone, was on the basis of spectroscopic analysis ( Figure 1 , Table 1 ). 1 was previously isolated from the roots and the differentiating tissue cultures of A. paniculata [4b,4d-4f] , A. affinis [4c] and A. echioides [5] . The 5-O-glucoside of 1 has been isolated from the roots of A. paniculata [4a] . However, to the best of our knowledge, this is the first report of the occurrence of 1 from the stem of A. paniculata rather than from the roots and the differentiating tissue cultures.
Experimental
Plant material: Andrographis paniculata Nees (Acanthaceae) (10 kg) was collected in July 2006 from 
Extraction and Isolation:
Air-dried and powdered roots (400 g), stem (700 g) and leaves (890 g) of whole plant (10 kg) was successively extracted with n-hexane, CHCl 3 and CH 3 OH exhaustively by successive cold and hot extraction processes. These extracts were concentrated to dryness in vacuo. The brown viscous mass of n-hexane (3 g) and methanolic (5 g) extracts of roots and CHCl 3 (4 g) extract of the stem were purified via a silica gel column (100-200, ACME) using n-hexane -EtOAc and EtOAc -CH 3 OH step gradients as eluants. The n-hexane -EtOAc, 9:1 eluates of n-hexane extract of roots in addition to the CHCl 3 extract of stem yielded compound 2 (15 mg). The nhexane -EtOAc, 8:2 eluates of CH 3 OH extract of roots and CHCl 3 extract of stem yielded compound 3 (20 mg) and the n-hexane -EtOAc, 9.5:0.5 eluates of CHCl 3 extract of stem yielded compound 1 (8 mg), respectively. 
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